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The Senate, with a term of ten years, had 48 members, all
European property-owners; eight from each province, elected by
M.P.'s and the Provincial Council of the Province; two by M.P.'s
and the Legislative Assembly of S.W. Africa; ten appointed by
Government and four elected for five years by Africans of the
Union by indirect election through Chiefs,, Native Councils and
Native Advisory Boards.
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS
These consisted of (1) The Administrator, appointed for five
years, by the Union Government and liable to be removed only
by the Governor-General-in-Council with the knowledge of the
Parliament; (2) an Executive Committee of four elected for three
years and by proportional voting by the members of the Pro-
vincial Councils; and (3) Provincial Councils elected on the same
franchise as the Union House of Assembly, to be dissolved at the
end of three years.
The Administrator had a dual role. As Chairman of the
Executive Committee he participated in the proceedings. He re-
commended but did not vote financial appropriations. As re-
presentative of the Union Government he administered matters
outside the jurisdiction of the Provincial Councils,
The Executive Committees had residuary powers vested in
them. The Provincial Councils had all the attributes of legislative
bodies, including power to make ordinances on specified subjects
not repugnant to Acts of Parliament, subject to the approval of the
Governor-General-in-Council. Matters within their powers were
education (excepting higher one), hospitals, municipal institu-
tions, and local works other than railways. The unique combina-
tion of parliamentary and municipal institutions was a concession
to federal sentiment without weakening the Union Government's
authority. The Union Parliament had overriding powers.
The Supreme Court of South Africa, with the Appellate Divi-
sion at Bloemfontein, had Provincial Divisions as branches. The
Supreme Court had powers to decide the validity of the Provincial
Ordinances.
The Provincial revenues were derivable from provincial
taxes up to 40% of the budgets; the balance was made up by
subsidies from the Central revenues; financial relations among
the Provinces were regulated by the Financial Relations Act of
1913.